
 
 

 

Abnormal Psychology: PSY 260 

Syllabus 

 

 

Instructor Contact Information 

Instructor: Louise Blanchard 

Email address: Louise_Blanchard@BoothUC.ca 

Phone: 204-505-0325, ext 101 

Office Hours: Mondays 12 - 1 pm or by appointment. 

Class time : Mondays 1-3:45 p.m. 

 

Course Description 

The study of theory and research about abnormal human behaviour. The major forms of 

psychological disturbances are discussed. An introduction to the prevention and treatment of 

psychological disturbances is given.  

Prerequisites: PSY120 & 121 (Introduction to Psychology I & II) or PSY 105 (Introduction to 

Psychology) & 210 (Counseling Theory & Applications) or 256 (Introduction to Human 

Cognition).  

 

Duration: January 15 – April 16, 2018   

Delivery Mode:  Lecture course, Delivered on campus 

Credits:  3 Credits (3 Credit Hours)    

  

Course Objectives 

Students taking this course will be taught and assessed in the following domains: 

- Students will be instructed in an introductory history of abnormality and theories of 

abnormality in the Canadian context. This also includes coverage of the fundamental 

principles of classification, diagnosis, and assessment techniques. 

- Students will be able to provide written summary and critique of clinical case study 

examples.  

- Students will be able to describe the psychological conditions and structure of DSM-V 

diagnoses. Students will be able to describe characteristics of dominant disorders, 

etiology, and treatments for DSM-V conditions.  As well, students will be able to 

describe an overview of youth and geriatric specific mental health issues. 

- Students will be developing an understanding of where their Canadian understandings of 

abnormal psychology stand relative to other cultures and communities.  
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Required Textbook(s) and Reading(s) 
 

Dozois, D. (2014). Abnormal psychology: Perspectives, 5
th

 Ed. (DSM-V update edition). 

Toronto: Pearson. ISBN: 978-0-13-349989-6. 

 

 

Course Outline:  

(SPECIFIC DATES & TOPICS WILL BE CONFIRMED IN CONSULTATION BETWEEN THE INSTRUCTOR & THE STUDENTS) 
 

Exam Schedule: 

 

February 26                          Mid-term Exam              Chapters 1 – 9 

 

April 16                                 Final Exam                      Chapters 10 – 18 

 

 

 

Available Presentation Dates: Available Presentation Topics: 

January 29th  Anxiety Disorders (Ch.5) 

Dissociative and Somatic Symptoms & Related Disorders 

(Ch.6) 

February 05th Psychological Factors Affecting Medical Conditions (Ch.7) 

Mood Disorders (Ch.8) 

February 12th Schizophrenia and Other Psychotic disorders (Ch. 9) 

February 19th  Eating Disorders (Ch.10) 

March 05th  Substance Related Disorders (Ch.11) 

March 12th  Personality Disorders (Ch. 12) 

March 19th Sexual Dysfunction and Gender Dysphoria (Ch. 13) 

March 26th Neurodevelopmental Disorders (Ch. 14) 

Child/Adolescent Specific Disorders (Ch. 15) 

 

Case Study Writing Assignments: 
 

#1: Available to students January 29, 2018. Due by the beginning of class February 12
th

, 2018. 

 

#2: Available to students March 05, 2018. Due by the beginning of class March 19, 2018. 

 

 

Course Requirements 

 

Mid-Term 

Exam………….………..………………………………………….……………………….…..15% 

   

Group 

Presentation………………………………….……………….…….…..………..…………… 20%  

 

Case Study Writing Assignments……...……….………………….…………..…(15% Each) 30% 

 

Final Exam……………..……………………….….…………………….…………………….25% 



 

Student Participation…………………………………………………………………………..10% 

  

      __________________________________________ 

                                                                        TOTAL:               100% 

 

 

 

Course Evaluation and Grading System 

 

Mid-term Exam: 

 

The purpose of the mid-term exam is to assess the student’s comprehension of the text material 

to date. The purpose of class is to discuss points where you are unclear, clarify issues that you do 

not understand, and gain deeper background knowledge of the course material.  You will be in 

charge of your learning and the instructor will do everything she can to facilitate this learning.  It 

is your obligation to have the material read before class, it is your obligation to be in class, and it 

is your obligation to anticipate when the reading will be covered in class.  Taking these steps will 

enable you to learn the most of class time. 

 

The mid-term exam will consist of multiple choice, short and long answer questions. 

 

If a student has an emergency and misses the mid-term exam, the student MUST provide support 

from a qualified professional that directly excuses the student from the exam.  If these steps are 

not taken, the student WILL NOT be allowed to take a makeup exam and will receive a grade of 

zero.  Make-up exams will be different than the one available to the rest of the class.  

 

Presentations:  

Students will be expected to participate in one small group presentation on recent research or 

new developments concerning causes (etiology) of a specific group of disorders, and treatment 

approaches. Each group of students will be expected to have read the appropriate textbook 

chapter and completed some additional research concerning the etiology and or treatment of the 

assigned disorder. A schedule of presentations will be developed and the presentation will be 

graded on the basis of the extra research of the group, the accuracy, completeness, and quality of 

their presentation. Students will be asked to prepare a one-page handout in 12 point Times New 

Roman font to give to the class on the day of their presentation that summarizes important 

information they will be covering in class.  

 

 

 

Case Study Writing Assignments:  

 

Students will be responsible for completing two brief writing assignments. These assignments 

are an opportunity for students to apply the course knowledge to real life cases and situations. 

For each assignment, you will be given a clinical case study. This written case study will include 

history, symptoms and any other relevant information necessary for drawing diagnostic 

conclusions. Supplemental materials will be available through the professor. In your written 

assignment, you must include rationale for your diagnosis, discussion of rule outs, differential 

diagnoses, and prognosis. Each writing assignment should be a minimum of six pages (typed, 



double-spaced, one inch margins) and a maximum of eight pages. Any resources used to 

complete your case study should be cited in accordance with APA formatting guidelines. Case 

materials and detailed guidelines will be distributed and reviewed in the classroom prior to the 

deadline. 

 

Final Examination: 

There will be a final exam at the end of the course. The final exam will be composed of multiple 

choice, short and long answer questions. Items for the final exam will be available to students in 

the last two weeks of classes with the exam to be handed in on or before the last day of class.  

 

If a student has an emergency and misses the final exam, the student MUST provide support 

from a qualified professional that directly excuses the student from the exam.  If these steps are 

not taken, the student WILL NOT be allowed to take a makeup exam and will receive a grade of 

zero.  Make-up exams will be different than the one available to the rest of the class.  

 

 

Participation: 

 

All students will be graded on participation.  There are two factors that contribute to this 

assessment.  First, students are expected to attend all classes and will be penalized if they miss 

class or are late for class.  Second, the quality of student participation will be assessed according 

to how engaged each student is in class discussions. Students should be ready with discussion 

topics and ideas. Instructors should see evidence that students have read the assigned material 

and it should be clear from the class discussion that students come prepared to talk and engage in 

the class. 

 

Please see the handout posted on BoothOnline regarding class participation.  

Letter Grades & Grade Points 

A+  (4.5) Exceptional performance with evidence of outstanding original thinking, superior 

organization, exceptional capacity to analyze and synthesize; a superior grasp of the subject 

matter with sound critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive knowledge base. A final grade 

of A+ may be awarded only with the approval of the Academic Dean. 

A (4.0) Excellent performance with evidence of excellent original thinking, excellent 

organization, excellent ability to analyze and synthesize; an excellent grasp of the subject 

matter with sound critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive knowledge base. 

B+ (3.5) Very good performance with evidence of original thinking, very good organization, 

demonstrated ability to analyze and synthesize; a very good grasp of the subject matter; 

evidence of good critical judgment, a very good understanding of the relevant issues under 

examination; very good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

B  (3.0) Good performance with evidence of a good grasp of the subject matter; evidence of 

critical capacity, good analytical ability, a good understanding of the relevant issues under 

examination; evidence of good familiarity with the relevant literature. 



C+ (2.5) Satisfactory performance with evidence of a satisfactory grasp of the subject 

matter; evidence of critical capacity, demonstrated analytical ability, an understanding of the 

relevant issues under examination; evidence of familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C  (2.0) Adequate performance with evidence of an adequate grasp of the subject matter; 

some evidence of critical capacity, an ability to develop solutions to simple problems found in 

the material; evidence of familiarity with some of the relevant literature. 

D  (1.0) Marginal performance with evidence of marginal familiarity with the subject 

matter and some evidence that critical and analytical skills have been used. 

F   (0) Inadequate performance with little evidence of even a superficial understanding of 

the subject matter; serious weaknesses in critical and analytical skills; limited or irrelevant use 

of the literature; failure to satisfy course requirements. 

The College does not use a standard percentage scale to correspond to the letter grade and grade 

points. If an instructor intends to use a percentage scale, that scale will be included in the course 

syllabus. 

Class Policies 

 

Attendance 

 

Regular class attendance is expected and will factor into the grading.  Any known absences must 

be discussed with the professor in advance and must be accompanied with supporting 

documentation.  

 

Late Assignments 

 

Late assignments will be penalized at 5% of final over-all course grade for that assignment per 

day late (including weekends). Extensions for medical reasons or extenuating circumstances 

MUST be accompanied by documentation and sought 5 business days in advance.  

 

Academic Policies 

 

Academic Integrity 

It is a serious offence to present a piece of work for course credit as one’s own if the work or a 

portion thereof was done by some other person (plagiarism). Actions of plagiarism harm both the 

student and the reputation of the University College.  Plagiarism or any form of cheating in 

examinations or term tests (e.g. crib notes) is subject to serious academic penalty that may 

include loss of part or all of the marks for an assignment/test, failure in the course, dismissal 

from the University College, or other serious consequences.  Plagiarism or cheating in a course 

in which a student is cross-registered with the University of Manitoba may lead to disciplinary 

action by the University according to its policies. 

 

To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off as one’s own. In 

short, it is stealing something intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is not necessary to 

state the source of well known or easily verifiable facts, but students are expected to 

acknowledge the sources of ideas and expressions they use in their written work, whether quoted 



directly or paraphrased. This applies to diagrams, statistical tables and the like, as well as to 

written material and materials or information from Internet sources.  Failure to do so constitutes 

plagiarism. It will also be considered plagiarism and/or cheating if a student submits an 

assignment in whole or in part by someone other than him/herself, or copies the answer or 

answers of another student in any test, examination, or take-home assignment.  

 

At the beginning of their program of study, all students are required to complete the prescribed 

plagiarism tutorial. 

 

Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to the Academic Dean 

before a grade is assigned. The original assignment is submitted to the Academic Dean.  

 

The Academic Dean will chair a joint meeting of student and instructor to hear both the 

allegations and the student’s response to the allegations. The Academic Dean will then make a 

determination whether or not plagiarism or cheating has in fact occurred and decide on 

appropriate disciplinary measures. The student and instructor will be notified of the Academic 

Dean’s decision in writing. A copy of the decision will be sent to the Registrar and University 

College President. The student has the right to appeal the decision of the Academic Dean (see 

Academic Appeals). 

 

Policy on the Use of Personal Computers, Electronic Devices and Cell Phones in Booth 

Classrooms 

We consider the Booth classroom environment to be a special place of focused engagement 

between professors and students. As such, electronic devices are allowed in the classroom only 

for the purposes of course instruction. The use of computers, the internet (including email), 

downloaded material, or other electronic devices such as cell phones require the express 

permission of the instructor. Social networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, blogging and 

other related activities are not permitted in Booth classrooms. The use of personal computers and 

other electronic devices in the classroom is a privilege which may be withdrawn at the discretion 

of the instructor. 

 

Policy on Unclaimed Term Work 

It is the student’s responsibility to claim all term work, assignments or tests. 

Any term work that has not been claimed by students will be held for a period of four months 

from the end of final exam period for the term in which the work was assigned. At the 

conclusion of this time, all unclaimed term work will be destroyed according to FIPPA 

guidelines. 

 

Important Dates 

 

Reading Week February 19-23, 2018 

 

Voluntary Withdrawal Date - March 09, 2018 

Any student who is considering withdrawing from the course is requested to speak with the 

instructor and contact the Booth University College Registrar at 924-4861 and/or your program 

advisor.  

 

Course Extension March 29, 2018 

 


